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pretenses is a criminal offense under 
the Act subject to a $5,000 fine. 

(ii) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b)(2)(v) of this section, an individual 
who does not make a request in person 
shall submit a notarized request to the 
responsible Department official to 
verify his identity or shall certify in 
his request that he is the individual 
who he claims to be and that he under-
stands that the knowing and willful re-
quest for or acquisition of a record per-
taining to an individual under false 
pretenses is a criminal offense under 
the Act subject to a $5,000 fine. 

(iii) An individual who makes a re-
quest on behalf of a minor or legal in-
competent as authorized under § 5b.10 
of this part shall verify his relationship 
to the minor or legal incompetent, in 
addition to verifying his own identity, 
by providing a copy of the minor’s 
birth certificate, a court order, or 
other competent evidence of guardian-
ship to the responsible Department of-
ficial; except that, an individual is not 
required to verify his relationship to 
the minor or legal incompetent when 
he is not required to verify his own 
identity or when evidence of his rela-
tionship to the minor or legal incom-
petent has been previously given to the 
responsible Department official. 

(iv) An individual shall further verify 
his identity if he is requesting notifica-
tion of or access to sensitive records. 
Any further verification shall parallel 
the record to which notification or ac-
cess is being sought. Such further 
verification may include such particu-
lars as the individual’s years of attend-
ance at a particular educational insti-
tution, rank attained in the uniformed 
services, date or place of birth, names 
of parents, or an occupation. 

(v) An individual who makes a re-
quest by telephone shall verify his 
identity by providing to the respon-
sible Department official identifying 
particulars which parallel the record to 
which notification or access is being 
sought. If the responsible Department 
official determines that the particulars 
provided by telephone are insufficient, 
the requester will be required to sub-
mit the request in writing or in person. 
Telephone requests will not be accept-
ed where an individual is requesting 

notification of or access to sensitive 
records. 

(c) Granting notification of or access to 
a record. (1) Subject to the provisions 
governing exempt systems in § 5b.11 of 
this part, a responsible Department of-
ficial, who receives a request for notifi-
cation of or access to a record and, if 
required, verification of an individual’s 
identity, will review the request and 
grant notification or access to a 
record, if the individual requesting ac-
cess to the record is the subject indi-
vidual. 

(2) If the responsible Department of-
ficial determines that there will be a 
delay in responding to a request be-
cause of the number of requests being 
processed, a breakdown of equipment, 
shortage of personnel, storage of 
records in other locations, etc., he will 
so inform the individual and indicate 
when notification or access will be 
granted. 

(3) Prior to granting notification of 
or access to a record, the responsible 
Department official may at his discre-
tion require an individual making a re-
quest in person to reduce his request to 
writing if the individual has not al-
ready done so at the time the request 
is made.

§ 5b.7 Procedures for correction or 
amendment of records. 

(a) Any subject individual may re-
quest that his record be corrected or 
amended if he believes that the record 
is not accurate, timely, complete, or 
relevant or necessary to accomplish a 
Department function. A subject indi-
vidual making a request to amend or 
correct his record shall address his re-
quest to the responsible Department 
official in writing; except that, the re-
quest need not be in writing if the sub-
ject individual makes his request in 
person and the responsible Department 
official corrects or amends the record 
at that time. The subject individual 
shall specify in each request: 

(1) The system of records from which 
the record is retrieved; 

(2) The particular record which he is 
seeking to correct or amend; 

(3) Whether he is seeking an addition 
to or a deletion or substitution of the 
record; and, 
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(4) His reasons for requesting correc-
tion or amendment of the record. 

(b) A request for correction or 
amendment of a record will be ac-
knowledged within 10 working days of 
its receipt unless the request can be 
processed and the subject individual in-
formed of the responsible Department 
official’s decision on the request within 
that 10 day period. 

(c) If the responsible Department of-
ficial agrees that the record is not ac-
curate, timely, or complete based on a 
preponderance of the evidence, the 
record will be corrected or amended. 
The record will be deleted without re-
gard to its accuracy, if the record is 
not relevant or necessary to accom-
plish the Department function for 
which the record was provided or is 
maintained. In either case, the subject 
individual will be informed in writing 
of the correction, amendment, or dele-
tion and, if accounting was made of 
prior disclosures of the record, all pre-
vious recipients of the record will be 
informed of the corrective action 
taken. 

(d) If the responsible Department of-
ficial does not agree that the record 
should be corrected or amended, the 
subject individual will be informed in 
writing of the refusal to correct or 
amend the record. He will also be in-
formed that he may appeal the refusal 
to correct or amend his record § 5b.8 of 
this part. 

(e) Requests to correct or amend a 
record governed by the regulation of 
another government agency, e.g., Office 
of Personnel Management, Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation, will be forwarded 
to such government agency for proc-
essing and the subject individual will 
be informed in writing of the referral.

§ 5b.8 Appeals of refusals to correct or 
amend records. 

(a) Processing the appeal. (1) A subject 
individual who disagrees with a refusal 
to correct or amend his record may ap-
peal the refusal in writing. All appeals 
shall be made to the Secretary. 

(2) An appeal will be completed with-
in 30 working days from its receipt by 
the appeal authority; except that, the 
appeal authority may for good cause 
extend this period for an additional 30 
days. Should the appeal period be ex-

tended, the subject individual appeal-
ing the refusal to correct or amend the 
record will be informed in writing of 
the extension and the circumstances of 
the delay. The subject individual’s re-
quest to amend or correct the record, 
the responsible Department official’s 
refusal to correct or amend, and any 
other pertinent material relating to 
the appeal will be reviewed. No hearing 
will be held. 

(3) If the appeal authority agrees 
that the record subject to the appeal 
should be corrected or amended, the 
record will be amended and the subject 
individual will be informed in writing 
of the correction or amendment. Where 
an accounting was made of prior disclo-
sures of the record, all previous recipi-
ents of the record will be informed of 
the corrective action taken. 

(4) If the appeal is denied, the subject 
individual will be informed in writing: 

(i) Of the denial and the reasons for 
the denial; 

(ii) That he has a right to seek judi-
cial review of the denial; and, 

(iii) That he may submit to the re-
sponsible Department official a concise 
statement of disagreement to be asso-
ciated with the disputed record and dis-
closed whenever the record is disclosed. 

(b) Notation and disclosure of disputed 
records. Whenever a subject individual 
submits a statement of disagreement 
to the responsible Department official 
in accordance with paragraph (a)(4)(iii) 
of this section, the record will be noted 
to indicate that it is disputed. In any 
subsequent disclosure, a copy of the 
subject individual’s statement of dis-
agreement, will be disclosed with the 
record. If the responsible Department 
official deems it appropriate, a concise 
statement of the appeal authority’s 
reasons for denying the subject individ-
ual’s appeal may also be disclosed with 
the record. While the subject indi-
vidual will have access to this state-
ment of reasons, such statement will 
not be subject to correction or amend-
ment. Where an accounting was made 
of prior disclosures of the record, all 
previous recipients of the record will 
be provided a copy of the subject indi-
vidual’s statement of disagreement, as 
well as the statement, if any, of the ap-
peal authority’s reasons for denying 
the subject individual’s appeal.
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